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The Menotomy Building Demolition Project History: 
 
ÅThe Menotomy Building is an exiting building located at 14 Kennebec Ave in Oak Bluffs and is named after 

one of the previous owners, the Menotomy Realty Trust. 
ÅThe structure was built in the 19th century however the exact date is undetermined as MACRIS indicates 
ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀǎ мууу ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ /ŀǊŘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ муруΦ 

ÅThe building original housed a paint shop and year around residence. 
ÅThe original 19th century portion of the structure has been engulfed by additions and alterations made 

throughout the years with its only permitted addition occurring in 1984 and 1987. 
ÅThe building is currently a 55-seat restaurant on the first floor, with a 3-bedroom residental unit on the 

second floor, and an unfinished storage space on the third floor.   
ÅThe residental unit has historically been used for daily, weekly, and seasonal housing however only one 

room of the unit is currently inhabitable. 
ÅThe building is currently out of compliance with all ADA requirements and has an extensive list of code 

violations and the mechanical systems have exceeded their life spans. 

 







Proposed Questions:  
 
ÅShould the existing structure located on 14 Kennebec Ave be demolished and rebuilt 

with historically motivated features? 
¶Do the revised plans for the replacement house fit the style and materials of the 

historic building and neighborhood? 

¶What is the historic significance of the existing building? Will any historic features be 
preserved and reused in the new building? 

 

Current state of The Menotomy Building: 
 
ÅThe building is currently a 55-seat restaurant on the first floor, with a 3-bedroom 

residental unit on the second floor, and an unfinished storage space on the third floor.   
ÅThe building is currently out of compliance with all ADA requirements and has an 

extensive list of code violations and the mechanical systems have exceeded their life 
spans. 

 



Factor - Significance Score Comments/Data in Support 

Age  
(0-3 points) 
   

   
      2 

The Menotomy Building was constructed in the 19
th
 century however 

ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ȅŜŀǊ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŘ 
indicates 1858 and the year built in MACRIS is 1888.  

Historical/Cultural (0-3 
points) 

1 
 

The structure was originally part of the Land and Wharf Company 
Development and served as a paint shop and year around residence 
however it was never included in any historic district. 

Design/Construction 
(0-3 points) 

      0  
 

There are no significant or historic architectural elements that 
distinguish it or deem it unique from the surrounding buildings. 

Location/Visibility 
(0-3 points) 

 
3 

 

The building is highly visible to the public as it is located on the corner 
of Kennebec Ave and Lake Ave - a busy pedestrian crossing in Oak 
Bluffs.  

Town Review  
(0-1 points) 

0 
      

This proposed demolition requires review by town authority. 

TOTAL 
(maximum = 13)  

      
      7 

The matrix score of 7 categorizes the structure with limited 
significance such that the Commission may determine to concur or not 
concur. 

 

Informational Screening for Regional Impact Review  

of Proposed Demolition 



Aerial View of The Menotomy Building  




